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Mapping the Evolution of Vocaloid Hit Songs through Lyrics:
Beyond Nonhumanness
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ABSTRACT

Vocaloid songs have come to occupy a significant position in Japanese popular music. Previous literature
has frequently focused on the nonhumanness of Vocaloid songs, that is, they tend to make sense only when
sung by nonhuman virtual singers and tend to be too technically demanding for humans to perform. This
paper analyzes 487 Vocaloid hit songs on Niconico Douga from 2007 to 2023, employing topic modeling to
examine chronological changes in lyrics and characteristics of themes preferred in derivative creations. Key
findings include: there is a decline in songs emphasizing the potential of non-human singing voices or
Vocaloid characters, while songs that are not based on the unique characteristics of Vocaloid have become
more prominent in Niconico’s recent hit charts. In addition, songs that can be enjoyed without requiring full
contextual interpretation, songs that allow for open interpretations across diverse contexts, and songs that
facilitate memeification through formulaic or dialogic structures tend to be consumed more actively in
derivative creative practices. These findings suggest that since the mid-2010s, Vocaloid hit songs on
Niconico have increasingly extended beyond the specific framing of non-humanity and have diversified and
generalized within a more open cultural environment. This tendency aligns with the result that songs which
can be flexibly recontextualized without strong dependence on their original context continue to appear

within the scene and are more likely to foster derivative works.
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